PRESTWICH

PRETORIA

Prestonpans was made a police
burgh in 1892, but was a burgh
of barony for a long period before
that date. Pop. (1951) 2,907.

The battle of Preston/pans was
fought between the royal troops
and the Jacobites in 1745. The
former under Sir John Cope, about
2,300 strong, landed at Dunbar,
and marched towards Edinburgh.
Prince Charles Edward with an
equal force set out from that city
to meet them, and the armies
came face to face at Prestonpans
Sept. 21. The Highlanders

clashed upon the waiting royal-
ists under cover of the morning
mist, and in a few minutes the
guns were captured and the
infantry put to flight, being cut
down as they ran. Cope's army
was destroyed, and he, with a
few horsemen, fled to Berwick.
The Jacobites called the engage-
ment Gladsmuir. Those who fell on
both sides were reburied with
Christian rites, May 13, 1954.

Prestwich. Borough of Lanes,
England, 4 m. W. of Manchester.
The chief building is the 13th-cen-
tury Gothic church of S. Mary ;
chief industry cotton making.
Here are two Manchester water
reservoirs. Middleton and Prest-
wich is the name of a co. constitu-
ency. Near is Heaton Park, once
a seat of the earls of Wilton, trans-
ferred to the city of Manchester in
1903. Pop. (1951) 34,466.

Prestwich, SIR JOSEPH (1812-
96). British scientist. Born at
Clapham, March 12, 1812, he was
educated at private schools and at
University College, London. He
entered business life in London,
but spent his leisure in the study
of geology, making himself one of
the foremost geologists of the day.
His work brought him a number of
honours, including that of F.R.S.
He was an authority on coal, was
a member of the royal commission
on the water supply, and contri-
buted to our knowledge of primi-
tive man. During 1874-87 he was
professor of geology at Oxford.
Knighted in 1896, he died at
Shoreham, Kent, June 23, 1896.
His chief work was Geology :
Chemical, Physical, and Strati-
graphical, 1886-88.

Prestwick.     Police burgh  of
Ayrshire, Scotland.   It stands on

British terminus
of the Atlantic
air terry. Pop.
(1951) 11,386.

Presumption.
Legal term for an
inference of fact
d r a w n from
established facts.
Presumptions are
a branch of the
law of evidence,
and are of two
kinds : (1) Juris,
or rebuttable,
where, a fact or
set of facts being

Prestwick, Scotland.   The airport, the site of which was
chosen for its remarliable freedom from fog

proved, the court is bound to draw
a particular inference ; but that
inference may be disproved by
evidence. (2) Juris et de jure, or
irrebnttable, where, a fact or facts
being proved, the court is bound in
law to draw a particular inference ;
and no proof can be received that
such inference is false. An accused
person is presumed innocent until
his guilt is proved.

PRESUMPTION OF DEATH. In
English law if no news of a person
has been received for 7 years in
spite of inquiries by those who
would naturally hear if he were
alive, the person is presumed to
be dead and the court may make
a declaration to that effect.
"Under the Matrimonial Causes
Act, 1937, a presumption that a
spouse is dead arises when he or
she has been absent from the other
party to the marriage for 7 years
and that party has no reason to
believe he or she has been alive
within that time. In the absence
of contrary evidence the court
may presume the death and dis-
solve the marriage. Where two
or more persons have died at a
date later than Dec. 31, 1925, in
circumstances rendering it un-
certain which survived the other,
e.g. in an air raid, then the
deaths are presumed to have
occurred in order of seniority.

Pretender (Lat. praetendere, to
hold forward). One who makes
a claim which is either false or not
admitted. The term is most fre-
quently used for those who claim
crowns to which they are not law-
fully entitled, e.g. Lambert Simnel.
In a special sense the word is ap-
plied to the son and grandson of

the Firth of Clyde, 2 m. N. of   James II, referring to their claim

Ayr, with a rly. station. An
ancient place, it was made a burgh
in 1600. A great golfing centre, it
has an international airport, the
chief Scottish airport, and in Great
Britain second only in importance
to London airport. During the
Second Great War this was the

to the throne of Great Britain.
James Edward is known as the
Old Pretender, and his son Charles
Edward as the Young Pretender.
See Charles Edward ; Jacobites ;
James Edward.

Preterite (Lat. praeter, before).
Grammatical term signifying the

tense of a verb which expresses
absolute past time. " I was sing-
ing " is imperfect; " I have sung "
is perfect ; "I sang " is preterite.
Pretoria. City of the Trans-
vaal, capital of the province, and
administrative capital of the Union
of South Africa.
It is 1,000 m. by
rly. N.E. of Cape
Town and Hes 35
m. N. of Johan-
nesburg. It is
also on the direct
line from Durban
and thus an im-
Pretoria arms portant rly. junc-
tion. It stands on both sides of the
Aapjes river, alt. 4,471 ft., at the
foot of the Magaliesberg Mts.
The centre of the town is Church
Square, from which the main
streets radiate. The chief buildings
are the block erected by Sir Herbert
Baker for the union government
and opened in 1912, in which is
accommodation for public officials.
Another fine pile in Church Square,
the Raadzaal, is occupied by the
government of the Transvaal.
Government House, the residence
of the governor-general, overlooks
the town, and in Pretorius Street
are other public offices. There are
a fine railway station, law courts,
and a large post office. Other
erections are the city hall and the
market buildings. There are a
state library and several museums.
The Anglican cathedral of S. Alban
is the chief of many churches.
The federal university of S.
Africa has its seat here, and
Pretoria university was founded in
1930. A monument and amphi-
theatre commemorating the Voor-
trekkers (q.v.) were dedicated in
1949. The city has several parks,
among them being Burger's and
Prince's Parks, the latter named in
memory of Prince Christian Victor,
and zoological and botanic gar-
dens ; the jacaranda trees, blooming
in Oct.-Nov., are a celebrated
feature. The city has a good water